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Passing Tamsui Rivier

Mangroves are a kind of peculiar "viviparous" plants -
nursed and grow up in mother tree. One day, when they travel with
the waves, they can drift in the sea for several months. I cannot
imagine the hard journey of the seeds floating on the sea. The
salty waves wander with them until the currents decide their final
direction. Tides rise and fall, send them to the new land. The new
land provided shelter as God’s Promised Land. They quietly root,
thrive and multiply into a new forest.

Looking out through the window of my 28-floors office, there
is a lush mangrove forest. The woods nestled in the freshwater
river altogether with the rolling hills on the left bank of the river.
This spiritual but spectacular beauty mountain is the Guanyin
Mountain. Guanyin is a female deity equivalent to the Virgin Mary
in the Christian tradition. When time past I fell amaze and relax
to look thorough the MRT several times before the clues on the
side. It turned out that it was a Guanyin Bodhisattva lying quietly
on the bank of the river. Deeply impressed to the naming person's
inspiration, successfully combined the religious sense of solemnity,
the goddess' grace, and the mountain's spirituality to show all its
beauty.

Spaniards have been here. Built in the estuary highlands of
Santo Domingo, black cannons gaze at the estuary, and besides,

the Dominicans priests holding the cross and the Bible. The legend
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secretly whispers the mission of finding the Golden River. In the
sunset, the golden river and the reddish sea met at the setting sun.
The Spaniards left and entered my homeland, the South American
continent, from Cartagena at the northern end of the continent.
Cartagena, the gate of greedy predators. In legends, some of the
blood-stained gold and the raised sails still sank on the bottom of
the sea. Fortunately, the gold here is only a legend. Gazing, the sea
in the fresh water still brighten as gold.

Looking on the river’s side, sipping a cup of lightly roasted
coffee, sipping the tranquility of the sun before it is hidden. The
fruity aroma on the tip of the tongue suddenly turned back,
seemingly reminding me that coffee came from my homeland.
Nostalgia, there seems to be no power in the city. On the old
streets of Tamsui, as the food stalls in small parcels, early evening
when lanterns are first lit, people wander where they are. Like a
circus juggling skill, the Turkish ice cream hawker, the bright red
Korean rice cake, the rotating huge meat block called Shawurma,
the colorful doughnuts, the scary ice cream. I guess, perhaps
because of this, foreigners who come here rarely have serious
homesickness. The soft tofu filled with chewy noodles made of
green beans. It is a kind of food called “A-ge”, which is said to be
on the street food since the Japanese ruled time. Evidence of a
multicultural collision.

At the mouth of the estuary, a group of unknown white birds
returned to the nest just right for the red sunset. Seasons change,
migratory birds should have migrated to distant places. But some

of them may become local permanent residents because of the
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pleasant climate and comfortable environment. At the end of the
19th century, Dr. Mackay, came to Formosa. He probably is one of
the earliest new immigrants with an intercultural marriage. Falling
in love with a Taiwanese woman, realizing the soul of the doctor's
dedication and mission, Instead, he and his family's cemetery
peacefully lie in the campus of Tamkang senior high School. His
poetry “My Final Resting Place” seems reverberating in the forest.

How dear is Formosa to my heart!

On that island, I have spent the best of my years.

I love look up to its lofty peaks,

down into its yawning chasms,

and away out on its surging seas.

How willing [ am to gaze upon these forever!

I should like to find a final resting place

within sound of its surf and

under the shade of its waving bamboo.

Huwei Mackay Hospital is said to be the first Western
medical clinic in Taiwan. Now it displays the cultural relics and
photos of Dr. Mackay. | am also a doctor and a believer. If time
and space can be reversed, can I have the courage to travel across
the sea to the unknown land as him? And vowed to live and
die together in this place? The red brick-coloured Gothic-style
building is dyed with a touch of melancholy gray under the hood
of the night. In contrast, the bustling crowds in the old streets of
Danshui old street in the distance are a bit surreal. The simulated
antique ship on the river has also lit up with shining lights, which

makes people feel a kind of gorgeous desolation, eager to know
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more stories of this town.

As night falls, the streets of Tamsui are full of crowds and
laughter. My wife takes my hand, my palm heat up and recalled my
thoughts from one hundred years ago. In the light of the night, I

saw it, Guanyin smiled.
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It has been a long journey to express my appreciation to the land that
has gave me the treasures of my life. This prize is another sample of what
common people doing their lives have found in this beautiful island since

centuries ago. Made we warm welcome.
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